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For internal circulation only: 
The Canossian Alumni Association strives to connect our members to our Alma Maters (CCPS, SACPS and SACSS) by 
ensuring the continuity of the Canossian Spirit through strong and vibrant ties.

We are always looking for writers to contribute to Canossian Connections.  Interested parties, please write to Amy Tan 
(editor@canossianalumni.com) or introduce more Canossians to join the alumni association or visit 
www.canossianalumni.com
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Dear Canossian alumni,

On behalf of the EXCO of the Canossian Alumni Association, it is well into the midst of 2011 and trust that all 
is well in your lives.  On 9th April 2011, the EXCO has successfully organised the “Gran Milan Canossians 
Connect dinner” and it was so heartening to see many of you at the dinner.  As you are aware, Gran Milan was 
again dedicated  to the fundraising efforts for the PRIME school upgrading for SACSS, SACPS, CCPS and a 
Performing Arts Centre?  Why a Performing Arts Centre?  Who am I?  And, why am I here?

My ambition from young was to study medicine to become a doctor. The Second World War broke out in this 
region and my education was put on hold.  After the war ended I prayed hard to have my ambition fulfilled and 
I was determined that if I became a doctor I would work for the poor.  I then came to Singapore from Sabah, 
East Malaysia to find a school to continue my education.  The principal of the first school I approached rejected 
my application and scolded me for wanting to study. She told me to go and find a job as I was already 20 years 
old.  I then went to St Anthony’s Convent in Middle Road. The Principal, Rev Mother Victoria was kind and 
compassionate.  I was accepted and had fond memories studying there. I did well and was admitted to the 
Singapore College of Medicine.  Whilst still an undergraduate, I accepted an offer to work at St. Andrew’s 
Mission Hospital in Tanjong Pagar, a charitable children’s hospital for the poor.  I worked there for 43 years. 
This was my first and only job as a doctor.

I met my late husband Goh Sin Tub, an arts undergraduate while I was studying medicine.  We were married 
in 1954 for almost 50 years.  Together we were blessed with 3 sons and 3 grandchildren.  I have also been 
doing volunteer work. I used to help care for the children abandoned at the door steps of the IJ convent in 
Victoria Street in the 1950s. I was and still am involved the Fostering Scheme for children under the Ministry of 
Community Development, Youth and Sports since 1967, was chairman of the Fostering Committee for 20 
years and am now serving as a resource person.  The Fostering Scheme provides an alternative to 
institutional care for children whose parents or guardians are unable to care for them.  One example I 
remember is the case of a five year old girl who was badly abused by her mother and suffered brain damage. 
She was placed in foster care for a long time and her mother was jailed for 6 years in 1996.  Foster parents 
are a special breed, they not only open their homes and hearts for children with troubled backgrounds, their 
whole families are also involved.  They render a very vital form of community service that goes on 24 hours a 
day and 7 days a week.

I love children and I have found it meaningful working with them all my life in St Andrew’s Mission Hospital, IJ 
Convent Victoria St, and the Fostering Scheme, MCYS.  I believe every child has the right to grow up in a 
secure and loving environment and benefit from a holistic education.  This has motivated me through all these 
years and this motivation has now extended to our Canossian girls.  You all know that our niche area is in the 
Performing Arts, an important part of a holistic education.  We have won numerous awards both on the 
national and worldwide stage, but we still do not have a Performance Arts Centre yet.  We have begun raising 
funds to make the Performance Arts Centre a reality for our students.  To this end, I am donating a dollar for 
every dollar donated, up to $500,000 .  I am challenging you to come forward and donate so that together we 
will raise $1,000,000/-.   I do this in gratitude to my Alma Mater for the opportunity to continue with my 
education and be where are I am today.  I am sure you are also grateful to your Alma Mater. 

I leave you with this quote by Winston Churchill: “You make living by what you get. But we make a life by what 
we give.”

Schooled in your spirit Canossa …….. 
Dr Sylvia Goh (Class of 1947)
President EXCO 2010/12
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“Living the Canossian Spirit”
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Performing Arts Centre (PAC) Pledge Cards

St Anthony's Canossian Secondary School (SACSS) wil l be equipped with a Performing 
Arts Centre (PAC) after PRIME.  As this is non-stan dard item, the Ministry of Education 
(MOE) is not funding it.  SACSS has to raise $3 mill ion for the PAC.   
The EXCO has come up with pledge cards for alumni m embers and friends to pledge 
their donations for the PAC.  Dr Sylvia Goh has ple dged a dollar-for-dollar donation 
drive up to a maximum of $500 000.  A total amount of $50,014 has been raised as of 11 
July 2011.  An anonymous donation of $100,000 was p ledged for end 2011 at Gran Milan 
CC2011.

No amount is too small.  All donations big or small  are welcome and God will surely 
bless you for your generous donations and help.   P ay it forward as future Canossian 
girls will benefit from your donations.  

Kindly ensure that you attach this donation pledge when you send your cheque to St 
Anthony’s Canossian Secondary School.  Thank you.

Cut along this line and attach this note to your cheque
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Belinda Huang (Class of 1984), Architect and co-own er of Arc Studio
Member of School Management Committee for Canossian  Schools in Singapore
Vice-President, EXCO 2010/12 of Canossian Alumni As sociation

“Great people lead to a 
great nation and even 
better world. 

I believe that the 
Canossian education 
is holistic and nurtures 
great women.”

Belinda and her husband Khoo Peng Beng shot to fame  in 2002 when they won the ‘Duxton Plain Public 
Housing’ International Architectural Design competit ion.  They clinched the top prize, beating over 200  
firms from all over the world.  Their design impres sed the judges as it resolved complex issues in a s imple 
and elegant manner.  Their work has also expanded t o China, Malaysia, India and UAE .  The couple has 
facilitated numerous workshops to ignite the creati ve spark of the young. The young, they affirm, have  the 
energy and drive to ‘make a difference’.  Here’s th eir message for aspiring students: “Architecture sh apes 
our built environment and the world we live in.  Th e journey of an architect: right from doing the 
architecture course to practising as a full-fledged  architect is challenging and extremely fulfilling” . 

What are the qualities of the Canossian education t hat you have benefited the most?
I would say that the most important thing for me was the balanced education, one that emphasizes 
the development of both heart and mind that has made an incredible impact on the person that I am 
today. I now know, that most of the qualities of empathy, patience, love for the world, passion, sense 
of spirituality, generosity, forgiveness & gratitude were taught to us just by example. My teachers and 
the Sisters were my role models as they lived their lives with the same qualities that they wanted us 
to develop.  That is the key to the Canossian Education

What is your message for the new generation of Cano ssians?
In this modern world where the perceived size has been greatly reduced with technology, Internet & 
budget air travel, the speed of living has increased so vastly and the quest for career achievements 
even more emphasized by society leading to incredible stresses in life.  It's becoming hard to just 
enjoy the moment sometimes but I hope that we can still find the time to savor our relationships with 
our loved ones and be able to still reach out to those less fortunate.

I understand that you have facilitated numerous wor kshops to ignite the creative spark of the 
young. Can you share with us the recent workshops th at you have done with Canossa 
Convent Primary School and St. Anthony’s Canossian Secondary?
I have a particular passion to work with the youths and I love my career as an architect, designing for 
people, so I decided to bring Architecture to the CCPS & SACSS two years ago. It was wonderful to 
have the support of both principals.  Taking the opportunity that both schools were going through 
PRIME, I facilitated the creative workshops for the students where they were given the opportunities 
to design their schools.  They all had a wonderful time analyzing the existing school, brainstorming 
design ideas and designing using beautiful drawings and paper models.  The designs were amazing 
and I was so proud of them!

What inspire your spirit of service for the Canossi an Alumni and the schools?
That’s easy!  Great people lead to a great nation and even better world.  I believe that the Canossian 
education is holistic and nurtures great women.
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111 Middle Road

www.straitstimes.com
Nov 19, 2010 
PRESIDENT'S DESIGN AWARD 2010
New design centre in convent 

THE former St Anthony's Convent at 111 Middle Road will be the site of the new National Design 
Centre. 

It will house the Design Thinking and Innovation Academy, which will run programmes for 
professionals to build design thinking capabilities, Minister for Information, Communications and 
the Arts Lui Tuck Yew announced at the President's Design Award ceremony at the Istana on 
Friday night.

With its central location, closeness to the buzz of the Bras Basah, Bugis and Civic Districts, and 
proximity to young creative talents in NAFA and LaSalle College of the Arts, the new design centre 
is well-positioned to be the key node in the design eco-system, said Mr Lui. 

'The National Design Centre will effectively promote knowledge exchange and transfer, develop 
trade and provide assistance to accelerate the proliferation of design in new high-growth industries 
and targeted economic sectors,' he said.

The Centre's facilities will support the development, showcasing and commercialisation of 
innovative works by design talents, promising start-ups and local SMEs.  Designers and 
businesses can look forward to experimenting in the Prototyping Lab, or making use of design 
resources at the Materials Library, among other facilities.   There will also be a Design Gallery and 
Design Shop to showcase and disseminate good design to visitors and users. 

In addition, the Design for Enterprises Centre will be relocated to the new premise, where it will 
continue to help Singapore-based enterprises adopt design for competitiveness and business 
growth.  'Businesses need to embrace design thinking as an integral part of their work to become 
more competitive,' added Mr Lui in his speech.
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Thank you for your presence and wonderful support!

Class of 1963

9 April 2011
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Alumni Visit to St. Joseph ’s Home

On 8 May 2011, the Feast of St. Magdalene, our President, Dr. Sylvia Goh and some of the Alumni Ex-co 
members and their families visited the residents of St. Joseph’s Home.  Our friends from the Silver Hair Club 
provided very lively entertainment.  In fact some of the wheel-chair bound residents even offered to sing their 
favourite songs over the mike.  The lunch for the residents and staff was donated by Ban Heng Restaurant of 
Raffles Country Club. Donations were presented to the Home by the Silver Hair Club as well as by the staff of 
SACSS who raised a total of $1591, of which $251 was spent on buying vegetable oil for the Home.  All the 
residents enjoyed themselves very much. 

Many thanks to Nelly Soh who has made all the arrangements for this very successful visit. 

Contributed by Sr. Janet Wang

CANOSSIAN ALUMNI MEMBERSHIP

Canossian Alumni Association is a non-profit organisation therefore we want to do our part for the environment. 
We would like to correspond with all our members electronically. Hence, if you are receiving this newsletter in 
hardcopy, it means that you are not on our emailing list.  Kindly email us your latest email address to 
membership@canossianalumni.com

2013 PRIMARY 1 REGISTRATION FOR DAUGHTERS OF CANOSS IAN ALUMNI MEMBERS BORN IN 2006

Please be reminded that Primary One Registration will be held in July 2013 for children born in 2006 for entry 
into Primary One in 2014 according to the following phases: 

Phase 2A1 - For children with a parent who is a former student of the school and who has joined the alumni 
association as a member not later than 30 Jun 2012. 

** The MOE registration system favors parent alumni who are members of the Canossian Alumni Association 
not later than 30 Jun 2012.  In accordance to MOE rules, the definition of former student means that you need to 
be a former student of Canossa Convent Primary School in order to put your daughter into CCPS.  Same rule 
applies for St Anthony’s Canossian Primary School.  

For further enquires, email info@canossianalumni.com
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St Joseph’s Home visit 8 May 2011
Alumni membership
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2010 Canossian Schools Pinnacle Award winners
34th Alumni AGM 2011

2011 Canossian Affiliation Award winners
• Ang Li-Ting from Canossa Convent Primary School (Ti ed ranking)
• Jolyn Ong from Canossa Convent Primary School (Tied ranking)
• Megan Ann Oliveiro from St Anthony’s Canossian Prima ry School

2010 pinnacle award winners 
Canossa Convent Primary School

St. Magdalene Award - Phua Pei Wen (P6 Humility)
St. Bakhita Award - Tan Eng Ru Sheryl (P6 Peace)

St. Anthony’s Canossian Primary School
St. Magdalene Award – Caitlin Alsandria O’Hara (P6 Ep isicia)
St. Bakhita Award – Faith Teo En Qi (P6 Allamanda)

Notice is hereby served to all Canossian Alumni mem bers

34th CANOSSIAN ALUMNI ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2011
Date: Saturday 27th August 2011
Time: 2.00PM to 4:00PM
Venue: Magdalene’s Room, Canossa Convent Primary Sc hool (1 Sallim Road, Singapore 387621)
Please enter through School Gate 2.  Parking lots a re available at the school.

The agenda is as follows: 
• Prayer by Spiritual Advisor
• Opening Address by President of CAA  
• Confirmation of Notes of AGM 2010 
• Annual Report (for year ending June 2011)
• Future Projects
• Review of the visit to St. Joseph’s Home project

There will be no voting for new office bearers at t his AGM as the current Executive Committee 
members are holders for a two-year term of 2010-201 2. The current EXCO members are:

President: Dr Sylvia Goh
Vice President:   Belinda Huang
Secretary:  Sharon Yu
Asst Secretary: Agnes Tan
Treasurer: Carolyn Seet
Asst Treasurer: Koh Seok Hwee
Committee Members:
Amy Tan, Magdalene Koh, Priscilla Goh, Valerie Quek , Daisy Leong, Agnes Hoe and Nelly Soh

Spiritual Advisor: Sr Janet Wang
Honorary Auditor: Cecilia Nathen

As formal members of the Canossian Alumni Associati on, we invite you to the AGM and to support
the Association with your attendance and provide yo ur feedback. 


