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For internal circulation only: 
The Canossian Alumni Association strives to connect our members to our Alma Maters (CCPS, SACPS and SACSS) by 
ensuring the continuity of the Canossian Spirit through strong and vibrant ties.

We are always looking for writers to contribute to Canossian Connections.  Interested parties, please write to Amy Tan 
(editor@canossianalumni.com) or introduce more Canossians to join the alumni association or visit 
www.canossianalumni.com
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Dear Canossian alumni,

Our 33rd AGM was held on 28 August 2010.   More ladies stepped forward to make a difference and we are 
happy to announce the Canossian Alumni Executive Committee 2010/2012:

President: Dr Sylvia Goh
Vice President: Belinda Huang
Secretary: Sharon Yu
Asst Secretary: Agnes Tan
Treasurer: Carolyn Seet
Asst Treasurer: Koh Seok Hwee
Committee Members: 
Amy Tan, Magdalene Koh, Priscilla Goh, Valerie Quek, Daisy Leong, Agnes Hoe and Nelly Soh
Spiritual Advisor: Sr Janet Wang
Honorary Auditor: Cecilia Nathen
Our heartfelt THANKS to Hilda Kwok and Claire Especkerman for their past dedication to the alumni.

Members present voted for the changes to the Constitution and the approved copy will be made available to 
members only upon request.  In addition, the revised highlights include the change in the term of office from 
one to two years to ensure more sustainability in the Ex-co planning; and the expansion of membership 
categories to cater to a wider group of former Canossian students.  

SACPS and SACSS will be moving to their respective holding schools in November 2010 to make way for 
construction and renovation work which will begin in January 2011. PRIME in CCPS has been postponed to 
January 2013. We will continue to support our three Canossian schools, especially in the PRIME fund-raising 
projects. 

Our 2010/12 focus is ‘Living the Canossian Spirit’.  
Our first Ex-co meeting was held on 18 Sept.2010.  2011 calendar of events include our Canossians Connect 
dinner (9 April 2011) and St Joseph’s Home visit (8 May 2011).  Pencil these dates in your diary.  These 
significant events serve to remind us of the timeless qualities that Canossians share – the Way we walk with 
heads held high, the Truth we seek and the Life we live in charity and humility. Indeed, Via Veritas Vita!

Schooled in your spirit Canossa …….. Canossian Alumni Ex-co 2010/12
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“Living the Canossian Spirit”

1st Row (Agnes, Daisy, Sylvia, Nelly, Sr Janet)
2nd Row (Sharon, Amy, Seok Hwee, Priscilla, Agnes & Carolyn)
Below: Magdalene, Belinda and Valerie
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Dr Sylvia Goh, President
Carolyn Seet, Treasurer

This past year, 2009/2010, has been a challenging one. 

In 2011, SACSS & SACPS are going PRIME, which stands for Programme for Rebuilding 
and Improving Existing schools. It is a national effort by MOE to significantly improve the 
infrastructure of schools whose facilities are now considered sub-par. 

Work will begin in January 2011, and when completed in two years, our girls will enjoy 
bigger classrooms, and more facilities for studies and extra-curricular activities. On top of 
that, we plan to add facilities not provided in a standard government school. In our case, 
we want, among other things, to retain our chapel and add a Performing Arts Centre. 

3

So, we have to find the funds for the Performing Arts Centre as well as the 5% of the basic cost of the school 
upgrading since 95% is paid for by the Singapore government.  So far, both schools together (through joint and 
individual fund-raising) have collected about $2.4 million, which is only 40% of the $6 million we need to raise.

Dear fellow alumni, I would like to appeal to every member to pitch in to help. The girls need more space as well 
as newer and better facilities. Also, as our school has performing arts as its niche value, it is important for us to 
have a Performing Arts Centre.

For my part, I pledge to match a dollar for every dollar raised, up to a maximum of half a million dollars. Your 
alma mater needs your support and contributions this year more than ever. I implore you to please come forward 
NOW not only to donate but also help to get donations from parents, friends, supporters and other people of 
goodwill. All donations big or small are welcome and God will surely bless you for your generous donations and 
help. In fact our Lord Jesus Christ promises in the Bible (Luke 6:38) 

“Give to others and God will give to you…” So, ACT N OW – GIVE !

Thank you

Dr Sylvia Goh

A note from the Treasurer, Carolyn Seet
We are pleased to have raised over $40,000 for the PRIME project in 2009/2010 from 
CC10 dinner and pledge card donations.  Thank you for your support. 
However, this is far from the target of $6 million.

2010/12 will see a drive to increase proceeds from events. 
� Increase the price of activities. We look forward to your support and generous donations.
� Have more events .  Given the small number of ex-co members, this is achievable only with the help of 
sub-committees. If you would like to spearhead and run a fund-raising event under the alumni’s wings, please 
contact one of our members with your proposal.

We will also target to reduce our costs, as well as do our part for the environment. We will endeavour to 
correspond with all our members electronically.  Hence, if you are receiving this newsletter in hardcopy, it 
means that you are not on our email list, and we would greatly appreciate if you can send in an updated email 
address.  Alternatively, we would be most grateful if you can contribute to our mailing costs.
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Peggy Yee (Class of 1980), Director of PY Legal LLC
Member of School Management Committee for Canossian Schools
Former President of Canossian Alumni Association

“To me, the Canossian spirit is also 
summarized in another word – Service.  
The Canossian spirit never leaves you.  It 
was in the spirit of service that my family 
and I first received charity and assistance, 
as I embarked on my Canossian journey.”

We loved our School.  We scrubbed the marbled walls 
of the staircases during the “Use your Hand Campaign”.  
I must admit I cringe inwardly whenever I pass 111 
Middle Road now and see the modernistic graffiti art on 
the walls of my SAC.

And our beautiful chapel, how we found comfort in the 
cool and peaceful chapel.   I am happy to note that the 
Chapel moved from Middle Road to Bedok, and will 
remain, in pride of place, when PRIME is completed.  I 
hope the Chapel will continue to be a pivotal place in the 
girls’ lives.  And even after leaving SAC, whilst serving 
in the Alumni, I had the opportunity to meet up with 
Canossian girls of all generations.  The Canossian spirit 
is evident – the spirit of community and togetherness.

The driving force that brought us here tonight is the 
Canossian spirit instilled in us by the nuns in the years 
of education we had at school.  Something we do not 
forget, and find much familiarity and comfort in.  It is 
because of the Spirit of Community that each one of you 
is here tonight, in fellowship with each other.

This is an exciting time for Canossa Convent, SAC 
Primary and SAC Secondary.  There is much to look 
forward to when PRIME is completed.  

In this same spirit of service, I am confident and know 
that each of us here tonight will perpetuate the 
Canossian spirit, for the better of the Canossian family 
of the future, by your pledges and donations.

Peggy with her 
daughter, 
Mary-Anne

Peggy was the guest-of-honour at the recent “Vita 
in Venezia” Canossian Connect 2010 dinner.  This 
passage of text has been excerpted from her 
address during the dinner. 

My Canossian journey began even before I entered 
Primary 1 at Canossa Convent.  My mother worked, as 
a young girl, within the Convent walls, and my family 
was a direct beneficiary of the charity and care of the 
Canossian sisters.  Meals and clothing came from the 
Convent.  I remember as a little girl, walking past the 
same mosaic walled corridor at Canossa Convent, on 
the left side so that I didn’t need to pass Sr Teresa 
Chua’s office on the right, and the late Mother Min, (in 
those days the nuns were known as Mother) would call 
out gently to me and give me a holy picture.  I treasured 
those little pictures.  I still have some of them to this 
day.

The 3 large open fields at Canossa Convent were 
where we ran and played, and where we squatted 
along the drains to brush our teeth during the Brush 
your Teeth campaigns in those days.  And the hall next 
to the canteen – somehow the world wasn’t so hot then, 
I remember it was always cool enough when we were 
there at Assembly and at School Concerts.   

And then I began my time in SAC Secondary School.  
Unlike these days when parent and child would 
research and fret over which Secondary School to go 
to, there was no question at all about where I would be 
going, the long 1 hr bus ride notwithstanding.  

Ah…SAC.  The quadrangle that was painted various 
shades of green at different times - which also doubled 
(and tripled) as basketball court, badminton court, 
assembly area, recess area … SAC had multi-purpose 
facilities even before that term became fashionable.  
Even the rough gravel road around St Joseph’s Church 
was put to use – as our running track for PE.  In those 
days we did not fret over scraped knees and the like. 
There were many a time when my friends and I, 
whether in groups of 2 or more, would huddle in 
fellowship, sometimes plotting tricks, sometimes 
sharing in pain – such was the angst of growing up.  
But the gentle swish of the Sisters walking past always 
ensured there was a calming comforting hand, never 
intrusive, but always there.
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Mrs Eugenie Tan
Principal, St Anthony’s Canossian Primary School

Dear Canossian Alumni

I would like to thank you for this opportunity to write an article for this issue of the newsletter. In my first year as 
part of the Canossian family, I have been blest with God’s graces, amazing support and gracious love by all 
who are a part of this family. From the first day I joined the school, I have always felt the warmth and 
acceptance by everyone – from the Sisters, to my staff, students and the extended stakeholders of the parents 
of the school and you, the alumni. 

Such is this pervasive culture of love, acceptance and care of the Canossians that its signature is well-stamped 
across so many different facets of society. Being a part of the Canossian family is knowing what gracious love, 
humility and kindness are in their sincerest form. Indeed, I have been blest.

St Anthony’s Canossian Primary School (SACPS) certainly has much to praise and thank God for. In the next 2 
years, we move to a holding school as we await our new home to be rebuilt. With the new specifications of 
Primary Schools after the extensive review carried out by the Ministry of Education on Primary School 
Education, SACPS can certainly look forward to a very exciting new campus on our return. Over and above 
classrooms that will be nearly a third larger than the current ones, the school will also be equipped with many 
learning spaces outside of the classrooms and more facilities to support the different co-curricular programmes
the school has. Some of these are :
- a media-resource library cum Performing Arts Studio
- outdoor spaces for learning trails 
- a band room 
- an indoor sports hall
- a media development room 
-additional rooms for learning support, Mother Tongue, counselling, Pastoral Care etc

All these additional rooms are over and above the current special rooms we have, such as Music, Computer, 
Science, Dance and Art Rooms. As the school has been given such facilities as part of its standard items 
expected of a primary school, SACPS is indeed fortunate that it does not have to raise additional funds for non-
standard items. However, there will still be a need to raise the 5% for the standard items as of all aided schools. 
That 5% works out to about $1.7million.

At this juncture, I would like to place on record the school’s gratitude to the Alumni for its tremendous support in 
our fundraising efforts. Thank you for all the effort and the help rendered at each of your events, as you raise 
funds for the Canossian Schools. Your generosity will enable our pupils to have a campus in which they will be 
able to experience fully the joys of learning in an environment that is safe and conducive.

St Anthony’s Canossian Primary School will continue to hold fast to our call to love all our girls and grow them 
in spirituality, grace, confidence and intellect. As we mould our young charges, we are conscious that the 
formation of the character and the heart is of greatest essence in our work as Canossian Educators. At the end 
of her primary years here with us, we hope every Canossian girl will be:

Noble in Character
Upright in Virtue
A Woman of Integrity
A Light for the World

God Bless.
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Thank you for your presence and support!
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Open to Canossians, families and friends

9 April 2011
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2010 Canossian Affilation Award winner
Canossian Sisters’ Jubilee Celebrations

NEW AWARD in 2010 - Canossian Affiliation Award
• Awarded to the P6 pupil who has obtained the highest  PSLE score (minimum cut-off point is 

235) and has opted for SACSS as the first choice in the secondary school selection.

2010 Canossian Affiliation Award winner
Tan Li Natalie A   (Sec 1-8) 255pts  from St Anthon y’s Canossian Primary School

Five Canossian Sisters celebrated their 240 years of love and service on 10 Sept. 2010 in the Church of 
St. Mary of the Angels. Geraldine Tan and Sr. Florence Teo celebrated their Silver Jubilee, Sr. Rosalia Yeo
- her Golden Jubilee, Sr. Magdalene Tan and Sr. Frances Lan - their 70th anniversary of religious life as 
Canossian Sisters. At this joyful celebration the Jubilarians were surrounded by Canossian Sisters, their 
families and friends including many Lay Canissians and Canossian Alumni, and many priests who 
concelebrated the Jubilee Mass with Archbishop Nicholas Chia.The five Sister-Jubilarians are deeply 
grateful for all the prayers, wishes and offerings they have received from so many alumni, friends and well-
wishers. 

Sr. Marilyn Lim, our Provincial Leader, informed us  that the Canossian Sisters have decided to 
donate the offerings they have received totalling $2 5,000 to SACSS for the construction of the 
Performing Arts Centre.   Dr. Sylvia Goh, our Alumn i President, will be matching this with her 
personal donation of $25,000 as part of her "dollar  for dollar" contribution.

The Canossian Sisters have presented their cheques on the occasion of the combined celebration of a 
Thanksgiving Mass by the students and staff of SACSS & SACPS in the Festival Court of the two schools 
on 28 Oct 2010. 

In addition, Dr. Sylvia Goh has presented the money raised by the Alumni at the CC10 dinner last April - a 
cheque for $29,000 for PRIME of SACPS & SACSS.

(From left) Sr. Geraldine Tan, Sr. 
Florence Teo, Archbishop Nicholas 
Chia, Sr. Rosalia Yeo. 

(Seated from left) Sr. Magdalene Tan 
and Sr. Frances Lan.

240 years of Love & Service

Canossian Sisters’ Jubilee Celebrations
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Congratulatory Notes
SACSS geared up for Inaugural Singapore G1 race 

GO TEAM SAC!

SACSS joined 27 other 
secondary schools and 
tertiary institutions in taking 
part in Asia's first soap box 
derby. It is part of the 
inaugural Singapore G1 event, 
which aims to increase 
awareness of green 
technologies in 
transportation. 

Also known as the Green 
Grand Prix, the Singapore G1 
saw students pitting their 
racing skills against each 
other in their self-assembled 
soap box cars. 

The vehicles are eco-friendly 
as they are made from 
recyclable plastics and have 
zero carbon emission. 
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Ms Belinda Huang (Class of 1983) 
for winning the World’s Best Housing Development (The Pinnacle @ Duxton) at the World Architecture 
Festival Awards 2010.

Ms Christina Teo, Principal of Canossa Convent Prim ary School, 
for being awarded the Public Administration Medal ( Bronze) at National Day 2010.


